Whitman County
Voluntary Stewardship Program Checklist
Voluntary Stewardship Program Overview
What is the Voluntary Stewardship Program?
The Voluntary Stewardship Program (VSP) is a new, non-regulatory, and incentive-based
approach that balances the protection of environmentally critical areas on agricultural lands
while promoting agricultural viability through voluntary stewardship practices. VSP is an
alternative to traditional approaches to critical areas protection, such as “no touch” buffers.

Why should I participate?
VSP allows farmers more flexibility than Whitman County’s traditional critical area regulations;
however, it is not a replacement for other state and federal regulations. VSP allows tailoring of
stewardship practices to individual farms to protect critical areas and agricultural viability.
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Regulatory Underpinning: Clean Water Act,
Clean Air Act, Endangered Species Act

What are critical areas?
Critical areas perform key functions that enhance our environment (e.g., water quality and fish
and wildlife habitat) and provide protection from hazards (e.g., floods and erosion). Critical
areas defined under the State’s Growth Management Act (RCW 36.70A) include: 1) wetlands,
2) fish and wildlife habitat conservation areas, 3) critical aquifer recharge areas, 4) geologically
hazardous areas, and 5) frequently flooded areas.
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Objectives of the VSP Checklist
This checklist is intended to help you:
• Identify the potential presence of critical areas on or down-gradient of your farm
• Protect critical areas by:
-- Maintaining or improving existing stewardship practices
-- Identifying opportunities to implement additional stewardship practices on your land and
connecting you with technical service providers for implementing these practices
• Document existing stewardship strategies or practices you have implemented since 2011
Information collected by producers using this checklist will be used to quantify, at the County
level, stewardship measures that have been implemented and associated critical areas protection
and enhancement, and agricultural viability benefits.

Critical Area Functions
Critical areas provide important functions and values. These have been summarized into four
primary functions:
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Water quality through filtration
and retention of fine sediments,
excessive nutrients, and other
pollutants, as well as temperature
regulation through canopy shade

Soil functions through the
preservation of soil and the quality
of the underground living ecosystem,
which preserves plants, animals, and
human life

Hydrology through the delivery,
movement, and storage of water

Habitat through the natural
environments in which a particular
species or populations can live
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Are there Critical Areas on or Nearby Your Property?
Wetlands
Swamps, marshes, bogs, and similar areas that are
inundated or saturated by water for at least part of
the growing season and have plants adapted to these
conditions. Wetlands provide water quality, hydrology, and
habitat functions.

Fish and Wildlife Habitat Conservation Areas
Lands and waters that provide habitat for fish and wildlife
species throughout their life stages. These include ranges
and habitat elements where endangered, threatened, and
sensitive species may be found. Fish and Wildlife Habitat
Conservation Areas provide water quality, hydrology, soil,
and habitat functions.

Critical Aquifer Recharge Areas
Important areas for refilling aquifers with clean water,
including areas where an aquifer that is a source of
drinking water is vulnerable to contamination or is
susceptible to reduced recharge. Critical Aquifer Recharge
Areas provide water quality and hydrology functions.
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Geologically Hazardous Areas
Areas susceptible to erosion, sliding, and other geological
events where development is not suitable due to public
health or safety concerns. Geologically Hazardous
Areas provide water quality, hydrology, soil, and
habitat functions.

Frequently Flooded Areas
Areas adjacent to rivers and lakes prone to inundation
during heavy rains and snowmelt. These can include
streams, rivers, lakes, wetlands, and areas where
high groundwater forms ponds. Frequently Flooded
Areas provide water quality, hydrology, soil, and
habitat functions.

These critical areas exist throughout the County. For questions about the presence of critical
areas on your property, please see the Whitman VSP Coordinator contact information below or
visit http://www.whitmancounty.org/Page.aspx?pn=Planning+Division for critical areas maps for
Whitman County.
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VSP Checklist: Stewardship Practices on Your Farm
Note: Stewardship practices may fall under multiple categories; please include each
implemented practice only once. Also, please note the intent of this checklist is to document all
stewardship practices implemented, whether or not they meet a Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) conservation practice or other standards, and whether or not they are directly or
indirectly protecting or enhancing one or more critical areas.

What types of stewardship practices are on your farm or are you
interested in implementing on your farm?
See page 9 for table of example key practices implemented within the County.

Soil Management Practices
Type(s) of Practices:
e.g., Mulch, Cover Crop,
Range Plantings, other

Existing
Practices

Quantity in place
(acres):
Critical Areas nearby
(within 100 feet)?

Circle those that apply:
Yes

No

Maybe

Don’t Know

Description: __________________________________________
If yes, provide specific
practice type:
Practices you
Interested are interested in
implementing?
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Residue and Tillage Management Practices
Type(s) of Practices:
e.g., Mulch Till, Direct
Seed, Reduced Till, other

Existing
Practices

Quantity in place
(acres):
Critical Areas nearby
(within 100 feet)?

Circle those that apply:
Yes

No

Maybe

Don’t Know

Description: __________________________________________
If yes, provide specific
practice type:
Practices you
Interested are interested in
implementing?

Water Management and Filtration Practices
Type(s) of Practices:
e.g., Grassed Waterways
and Filter Strips, other

Existing
Practices

Quantity in place
(acres):
Critical Areas nearby
(within 100 feet)?

Circle those that apply:
Yes

No

Maybe

Don’t Know

Description: __________________________________________
If yes, provide specific
practice type:
Practices you
Interested are interested in
implementing?
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Chemical and Nutrient Management Practices
Type(s) of Practices:
e.g., Nutrient
Management, Pest
Management, other

Existing
Practices

Quantity in place
(acres):
Critical Areas nearby
(within 100 feet)?

Circle those that apply:
Yes

No

Maybe

Don’t Know

Description: __________________________________________
If yes, provide specific
practice type:
Practices you
Interested are interested in
implementing?

Livestock Management Practices
Type(s) of Practices:
e.g., Prescribed Grazing,
Range Planting, Fence,
Watering Facility, other

Existing
Practices

Quantity in place
(acres):
Critical Areas nearby
(within 100 feet)?

Circle those that apply:
Yes

No

Maybe

Don’t Know

Description: __________________________________________
If yes, provide specific
practice type:
Practices you
Interested are interested in
implementing?
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Habitat Management Practices
Type(s) of Practices:
e.g., Conservation Cover,
Hedgerow/Windbreak,
Range Planting, Tree/
Shrub Plantings, Use
Exclusion, other
Existing
Practices

Quantity in place
(acres):
Critical Areas nearby
(within 100 feet)?

Circle those that apply:
Yes

No

Maybe

Don’t Know

Description: __________________________________________
If yes, provide specific
practice type:
Practices you
Interested are interested in
implementing?

Other Management Practices
Type(s) of Practices:
Quantity in place
(acres):
Existing
Practices

Critical Areas nearby
(within 100 feet)?

Circle those that apply:
Yes

No

Maybe

Don’t Know

Description: __________________________________________
If yes, provide specific
practice type:
Practices you
Interested are interested in
implementing?
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Additional Opportunities to Protect and Enhance
Critical Areas
Some producers may have opportunities to implement additional conservation practices and are
encouraged to consider whether one or more of the practices may fit with your operations, while
maintaining a viable farm. The following key practices are especially effective at protecting or
enhancing water quality, hydrology, soil, and habitat. Technical assistance in implementing these
practices is available from those listed in the contact information provided at the end of this
checklist.

Example Practices

Habitat

Soil

Water Quality

Type

Hydrology

Critical Areas
Function
Protections

Key Stewardship Strategies

Agricultural Viability
• Soil quality and conservation

Soil
Management

• Cover Crop

• Weed management

• Mulch

• Pollinator/beneficial organisms
• Increased yield and fertility

Residue
and Tillage
Management

Chemical
and Nutrient
Management

Water and
Filtration
Management
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• Mulch Till

• Soil quality and conservation

• Reduced Till

• Weed management

• No Till/Direct Seed

• Increased yield and fertility
• Soil quality

• Nutrient
Management

• Weed Management
• Pollinator/beneficial organisms

• Integrated Pest
Management

• Increased yield and fertility
• Reduced input costs
• Soil quality and conservation

• Grassed Waterways

• Weed management

• Filter Strips

• Pollinator/beneficial organisms
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Range
Management

Example Practices

Habitat

Soil

Water Quality

Type

Hydrology

Critical Areas
Function
Protections

Key Stewardship Strategies

Agricultural Viability

• Prescribed Grazing

• Soil quality and conservation

• Range Planting

• Weed management

• Watering Facilities

• Increased yield and fertility

• Conservation Cover
Habitat
Management

• Tree/Shrub
Establishment

• Soil conservation

• Hedgerow

• Increased yield and fertility

• Range Planting

• Pollinator/beneficial organisms

• Weed management

• Fencing

Additional Information and Assistance
Whitman VSP Coordinator/Technical Assistance Provider: <Contact Info>
Conservation Districts:
• Palouse Conservation District: https://www.palousecd.org/
• Whitman Conservation District: http://www.whitmancd.org/
• Palouse-Rock Lake Conservation District: http://www.prlcd.org/
• Pine Creek Conservation District: http://www.pinecreekcd.com/
Other Resources:
• Whitman County Cattlemen’s Association: http://wcca-wa.org/
• Whitman County Farm Bureau: http://wsfb.com/whitman-county-farm-bureau/
• Whitman County Wheat Growers Association: <Contact info>
• USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service: http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/
usdahome
• Washington State University Extension: http://extension.wsu.edu/
• Private-sector technical service providers: <Contact info>
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